6th Parliament
Portfolio Committees Commence
The various Portfolio Committees of the
6th Parliament started meeting and are
making headway.
APRAV was there and attended the
Portfolio Committee meeting on
Transport (PCoT)

Some APRAV observations from this meeting:
•

The new chairperson, Mosebenzi Zwane conducted the meeting in a focused and
professional manner.

•

The tone of the meeting was amicable.

•

There was no mention of the RABS (Road Accident Benefit Scheme) Bill

Noteworthy was pertinent comments from ANC members:
•

Why is the RAF expenditure on non-core business issues so high? – see some
staggering numbers below

•

There is concern about the RAF’s soliciting of direct claims

We share these concerns.
https://www.aprav.co.za/2019/08/19/road-accident-fund-direct-claims-versus-publicinterest/

This is a fresh departure from the 5th Parliament when members often blindly supported all
RAF related proposals and decisions.

APRAV started to interact with key members and will be participating in the following
portfolio committees that are pertinent to our causes:
Transport
Health
Finance
Social Development
Justice and Correctional Services
Trade and Industry
For these six committees, there are currently no meetings published until 18 September.
We are monitoring the schedules closely.
Find the latest Parliamentary Programme here - Parliament Committees programme

The APRAV projects for 2019/2020 are progressing well and the next Newsletter will be
dedicated to progress reports, deliverables and next steps on all the projects.

It remains mind boggling that the RAF continues to plead poverty but spend, amongst
others, R65m on PR and R31m on travel – Why!? The RAF is a statutory body without no
competitor. They simply need to provide their services as per the RAF Act! The reason is
obvious – they’re positioning themselves for RABS and in this process they are spending
hundreds of millions of taxpayer’s money. The cost spent on ‘preparing for RABS’ over the
last five years, is money spent unlawful. It is wasteful expenditure in terms of the Public
Finance Management Act; and these costs should be recuperated from the individuals
involved! Add to this the massive increase in payroll expense when about 300 employees
were taken up in permanent jobs around four years ago, at ±R300m per annum. All in lieu
of the RABS Bill - not approved by Parliament. This is ludicrous: The Minister and
Deputy-Minister of Transport and the Leadership and Senior Management of the
Department of Transport and the RAF continues to ignore (and in fact undermine!) the
democratically elected Parliament, as well as the rule of law in South Africa...we can just
and simply ask again and again...why?

APRAV is actively busy with further steps and is interacting with key stakeholders to
create awareness about the disastrous impact of the recent Practice Directive 2 of
2019.
No one should be allowed to limit South African citizen’s Constitutional right of
access to the courts. Justice delayed is justice denied …watch this space…

RABS
'Surprisingly' surfaces elsewhere
Although RABS was not mentioned in the recent PCoT meeting, APRAV this week
discovered the official RAF Annual Performance Plan 2019 – 2020, signed off by the
Minister of Transport (date unknown).
We are shocked and disappointed. For a R42 billion organisation, the standard of this
document is surely very low? It looks like rushed copy-paste of content and some highschool kids might have done better. This for an organisation that seldom thinks twice about
the expense budget!? We apologise for the visual quality of the scanned copy, but it is the only

version that is available online.

What is most ‘surprising’ is that the RABS Bill – not approved by Parliament and with a
Western Cape High Court application pending – features at least 30 times! Find the plan
here - RAF Annual Plan 2019-2020
We highlight some excerpts from the ‘Plan’ and cannot help but wonder how much of
taxpayer money has been spent on planning, developing and promoting
the fundamentally unconstitutional RABS bill that has not been approved.
It must be in the hundreds of millions at least. Imagine how many road accident victims
could have received the help they so desperately need.
The Minister and Deputy-Minister of Transport, as well as the Leadership and Senior
Management of the Department of Transport and the RAF, continues to ignore
(undermine?) the democratically elected Parliament as well as the rule of law in South
Africa...we can just and simply asked again...why?
Article published over the weekend - "Critics slam government's 'unfair' new Road Accident
Fund bill" - RABS unfair - Imagine you lose a limb in a car accident, or you are left braindamaged, can never work again and the maximum benefit you can claim from the Road
Accident Fund (RAF) is only R280 000 per annum?
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